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“YOU NEVER CEASE TO GATHER A PEOPLE TO YOURSELF.” ~EUCHARISTIC PRAYER III
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“I CAN’T SERVE GOD AND MONEY”
SILICON VALLEY BUSINESSWOMAN ENTERS CONVENT

As a Deloitte executive and founder of a successful internet 
startup called Jetlore, 36-year-old businesswoman 

Montse Medina didn’t seem like an obvious candidate for the 
convent. Earlier this year, though, she dropped a bomb via 
Twitter and LinkedIn: she was giving up everything to become 
a contemplative Catholic nun.

As she wrote in her epic “break up letter” with the business 
world, the pursuit of money and prestige had left her empty. 
She was finally going to pursue a call to religious life that she 
had felt since she was young. After carefully studying various 
orders online, and visiting a specific community many times, 
Montse finally chose the Monastery of Santa Ana in Spain.

Interestingly, her genius for online marketing may not be 
lost in her new vocation. The nuns support themselves by 
making homemade pasta, pies, and pastries—then selling 
them via an online store.
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Montse Medina is an 
online entrepreneur who 
recently became a nun.

HOW TO TAKE THE LEAP
For most young women in today’s 
culture, the very idea of religious life 
seems absurd. And yet... a tiny part of 
the heart can wonder, ‘Could God be 
calling me?’ A book from a sister in New 
York City has advice on answering that 
question: Discerning Religious Life, 200pp, 
available at vianneyvocations.com 

“I used all the talents that the infinite goodness of 
our God had given me, but I used them for my own 
glory and to accumulate wealth in this world. I was 
seeking only my own interest. And I was deceiving 
myself because far from making me happy it only 
caused me an ever-growing emptiness....

“The restlessness of my soul has led me to 
seek the will of God in Catholic communities, in 
volunteering, I even planned to found an NGO, 
but I could not find peace in any of these projects. 
Now, following the call to offer myself to the Lord 
in contemplative consecrated life, I have found 
peace of the heart....

“I have made the most important and at the 
same time the simplest decision of my life. I have 
decided, without any regrets, to stop investing in 
my earthly future and start investing in my future 
for eternal life.”

Read the full letter at aciprensa.com

WHY I’M LEAVING: AN EXIT LETTER



Brother Ray belongs to 
the Brotherhood of Hope, 
a relatively new religious 
community whose main 

focus is evangelization on 
college campuses. They 
“go deep“ with students, 

working one-on-one and 
in groups to help young 
people encounter Jesus, 

leave sin behind, and 
develop habits of virtue 

and daily prayer. 

brotherhoodofhope.org

Campus Conversion
Brother Ray Morris grew up on the Jersey Shore 

as a “cultural Catholic” whose family rarely went 
to Mass. By the time he entered Rutgers University, 
the Catholic faith was the furthest thing from his 
mind. To make some extra money, he took an office 
job answering phones, which just happened to be 
at the university’s Catholic Center. “It was there I 
met the Brothers and everything changed,” he said.

His job opened the door for Ray to give going to 
Mass another try. “Ten years later, I’m still here!” he 
jokes, then adds with sincerity, “After I encountered 
Jesus, the fruits of the Spirit—love, joy, and peace—
quickly began to appear in my life.”

Brother Ray entered the novitiate for the 
Brotherhood of Hope in 2014 and made his final 
vows in January 2021. Now it’s official: his life’s work 
is reaching out to students not unlike himself.

“I believe that colleges are the key battleground 
for the hearts and minds of the young in our 
Church,” Brother Ray said. “Our method is to start 
by fostering real relationships with students. So 
basically, I walk around campus playing sports and 
sharing meals with students, building relationships 
and (hopefully) leading them closer to God. It’s a 
mission that is fun at times and disheartening at 
others, but always worthwhile. It’s a genuine gift to 
serve God and His Church in this way!”

Our mission is to renew the Church by inspiring a new generation of priestly and religious vocations.
vianneyvocations.com

FOR PARENTS
GROW A GARDEN AT HOME
Happiness is doing the will of God! 
And because you desire your 
children’s happiness, it’s vital to 
help them discover and accept their 
vocations. Here’s a simple “growing 
guide” to help your family bear fruit:
Prepare the soil: Call a special family 
meeting about your priorities. Pray, 
“Lord Jesus, we consecrate our family 
and our futures to you.”
Plant the seed: Say, “I would be 
proud of you if God called you to be a 
priest/sister/brother and you said yes.”
Water the garden: Infuse faith into 
your environment. Pray as a family; 
get involved in youth group; invite 
priests and sisters to dinner.

A RETREAT IN IMAGES
What’s it like to be poor on purpose? Is it 
embarrassing to talk to strangers about 
Jesus? Do you get angry when the poor 
are ignored? The Franciscan Friars of the 
Renewal (CFRs) explore these questions 
and open a window into their life and work 
in an amazing new photo book with 200 
super-crisp photos and six provocative 
essays: A Work of God: Images of Renewal, 
available at vianneyvocations.com

“There is no one among us who does not have a divine vocation!” ~Saint John Paul II

Ordained in a Mask
Bridgeport seminarian Brendan Blawie was 

dismayed when he heard that Bishop Frank 
Caggiano, quarantined with COVID, wasn’t 
going to be able to ordain him. But with 
more than a decade of higher education, 
including Officer’s School for the Marines, 
Brendan knew how to soldier on. Becoming 
a priest would be the culmination of a long 
journey from his hometown of Newton, 
CT to Virginia Tech, Franciscan University, 

Quantico, and finally, seminary in Rome. 
After all that, the pandemic was a small 

hurdle. Thankfully, Bishop James Massa from 
Brooklyn was able to stand in on the day of 
ordination. “I am filled with gratitude and joy 
to have arrived at this point in my life,” said 
Fr. Brendan, “To lay down all that I am, to be 
configured fully to Christ as His priest.”Photo by Amy Mortesen for 

the Diocese of Bridgeport


