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June 6, 2020

RE: Resuming Public Masses at St. Nicholas Tavelich Parish

Dear friends and families of St. Nicholas Tavelich Parish

I hope this letter finds you and your loved ones in peace and joy. lf not then it's my hope that you will
receive much peace and joy through this letter.

It's with great joy that I would like to inform you that we're beginning to celebrate public liturgies at St.

Nicholas Tavelich church in Winnipeg, albeit still with some limitations. I have met with our parish
council on June 4'h,2O2O to review our current response Lo the Archdiocesan protocols in the light of the
situation in the province and we have come to the conclusion to begin the process of reopening in a
formalway.

General Guidelines

As you are aware the Archdiocese has chosen to follow the guidelines for public gatherings as expressed
by the Province of Manitoba. ln this regard we ask that these be followed by all who wish to attend
mass at St. Nicholas Tavelich Church. They are apply to our church building and property.

1. Self-screening - Please DO NOT attend public liturgies lf you are experiencing symptoms of
COVID-19 or if you have come in contact with son'reone who has tested positive for COVID-19 or
if you have travelled outside of the Province of Manitoba within the last 14 days. As the
Archbishop explained on countless occasions the reason we didn't have public masses was the
charity towards neighbor. We need to continue to practice the charity towards our neighbor and
help keep one another safe.

2. Social/Physical Distancing - While you are present on the church grounds please observe the
minimum of 6 feet (2 metres) distance between you and person from different household and
avoid gathering in the narthex or other places in the church. The main entrance has been
designated as the ONLY entrance to the building and will be unlocked. All other doors will be
locked. lf you requireto usethe ramp pleasetalktothe person atthe main entrancetoopen it
for you. Upon entering the church please observing the direction of the ushers and take your
seat promptly in the designated pew. lf you wish to make a donation to the church there will be
a basket at the back of the church where you can place your envelope. To make this easier tape
has been placed on the pews and on the carpet marking the proper physical distance to be
observed between individuals from different households. Also there are arrows pointing which
way to walk. The center aisle has been designatecl in the direction toward the altar while the
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side aisles are away from the altar. As you wait for communion please remember to observe the
physical distancing. After the final blessing use the doors leading to the ramp to exit the church
building. Again we kindly ask you not to refrain from gathering/congregating after mass.

3. Sanitization - The pews and other surfaces in the church are going to be thoroughly sanitized
with 80 % alcohol solution and73% ethyl alcohol hand Sanitizer will be available to you for use

as you enter the church.

WEEKDAY MASSES (MON - FRlor SAT morning where applicable)

L. At this time you DO NOT need to register or sign up for these masses. lt is on the first come
first serve basis. There is still a limit of 25 people. From my experience since I came to this parish
I have never had even close to 25 people attend a weekday mass except during Lent. lf this
changes you will be informed. We only ask that you sign-in with your name and phone number
upon entering the church. This information is confidential and would be only accessed for the
purpose of contact tracing should a need arise. Plan to arrive early because the door will be

locked once the mass begins.

MASSES OF THE LORD'S DAY/WEEKEND MASSES (SAT eve - SUNI

L. These masses are by invitation ONIY. Given the current limit on public gathering in the
Province of Manitoba we cannot accommodate all of our parishioners on that come to Saturday
evening and Sunday mass. Therefore we are going to go through the list of registered envelope
holders alphabetically and invite you via phone to attend a mass on Saturday evening or
Sunday. Let us know the exact number of people from your household that are going to attend
with you so that we can maintain the proper count. lf you do not wish to come you have a
freedom to decline. lf you have said yes and circumstances change and you are unable to attend
please phone the parish office ASAP so that we can offer your space to someone else. Also we
ask you to update your records - phone number with our parish office so that we have most up

to date information. The phone calls will be made Sunday afternoons starting on June 7th,2O2O.

Conclusion

ln conclusion l'd like to thank you for your patience. lt's been quite the journey for the last 3 months.
lndeed these directives might appear burdensome but with the help of the Holy Spirit these can easily
turn into a gentle yoke and a light burden (cf. Mt 11:30).

As we begin the new chapter in the life of our parish let us keep one another in prayer.

Sincerely in Jesus and Mary,

Fr. Peter Nemcek, Parochial Administrator - St. Nicholas Tavelich Parish


