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May 23,2020

RE: lmplementation of the updated protocols - COVID-19 - at St. Nicholas Tavelich Parish, Winnipeg

Dear friends and families of St. Nicholas Tavelich Parish

"Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ." lt is with these or similar
words that the priest greets the holy people of God at the beginning of the Eucharistic Celebration (Holy
Mass) and to these the people of God respond "And with your spirit." For most of you it's been over two
months since you actually participated in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass - mind, body soul and spirit -
and I know you are eager to return to the celebration of the Eucharist - the source and summit of
Church's Life and Mission. l'm looking forward to celebrating the Eucharist with you and foryou as soon
as it is dignified and safe. ln this letter l'd like to outline where we are currently at and what the plans

are with regards to resuming the Sacramental life at St. ltlicholas Tavelich parish.

On May 22,20201 have met with our church council (odbor)to discuss the steps in reopening our
church for mass in the light of the updated protocols from our Archbishop. After prayer and discussion
two main areas were identified that need to be addressed as we move towards re-opening of our church
for Public Masses. They are as follows:

1,. Praying and gathering with dignity
The current Letter with the Archdiocesan Protocols (issued May 2L,2020) states in many places

that they are "based on the current provincial guidelines" with regards to the limited amount of
people to gather at one time. For example, in the third point of the Archdiocesan Protocols (May
21) under the sub-heading "Liturgical Protocols: Emerging from the catacombs" the Archbishop
writes: "Once again parishes must keep in mind that only twenty-five (25) people can, at the
present, be allowed in the Church."

Given the size of our parish community and the current limit on gathering we do not feel we can
gather as a community in dignified manner. For example it's below our dignity as children of
God to turn one of our brothers or sisters away from a Public Eucharistic celebration simply
because we have reached our capacity arbitrarily set by the province. This is not a just reason to
deny someone access to the Eucharist. ln fact such an exclusive act would go against the
essence of the Eucharist, namely the redemptive death of our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for all
(cf. 2 Cor 5:15).

Following a similar logic of the Gospel we found the ways "to manage approved capacity"
described in the first point under sub-heading "Related Liturgical Protocols" to be undignified
given the current limit of 25 and the size of our parish community, lest we create division and
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hurt our among ourselves by favoring some people and excluding others. None of us on the
council would be comfortable, given the current number to be that "someone to monitor the
situation so that the number of people in the building will not exceed 25" and we don't want to
put anyone else in this position.

ln this section (Praying and Gathering with Dignity) two factors are at play the size of our parish

and the limit on gatherings. Once the limit for gathering is at least 50 we can re-open our parish

for public masses during weekdavs. After that we can re-evaluate what we will do for weekend

masses given that other conditions are met as well (they are described in the rest of this letter).
Once the limit on gathering is higher the incidence of excluding someone because of the limit on

gatherings would be significantly reduced if not completely eliminated. Let us keep in mind that
Public Mass is open to any baptized Catholic. Pope Francis desires that our parishes be oasis of
mercy in the world of indifference. Given the cunrent limit on gatherings and the size of our
parish community we are not able to have publir: masses at the moment.

2. Sanitization and required equipment
The second area of concern identified with the F'arish Councilwas proper sanitization of our
church and personal hygiene.

When you look carefully at the document from the Archbishop there are many instances where
he deliberates about sanitization of the worship space and sanitization of hands. I have ordered
the sanitizing stations for hands as well as ethanol solution for sanitizing the pews etc. However

these have not arrived yet and we do not know when they will be here. So the first need is

supplies of materials - ethanol based solution, hand washing stations, gloves and face masks.

Our second need would be for volunteers who can properly sanitize the worship space after or
before each mass. lf you would like to do this please let me know by phoning or emailing the
parish office. We would also need "someone to monitor the situation so that the number of
people in the building will not exceed" whatever the limit will be once we re-open.

We are working towards restoring the Eucharist and Sacramental life in our parish in a dignified, safe

way while following the Archdiocesan guidelines. This is not an easy task and requires muclr

organization but I believe that as a community we can drc this when the time is right. On the first page of
the Archdiocesan Protocols Archbishop writes: "l wish to say that when pastors feel they and their
communities are ready to begin this process, they are encouraged to do so." We have begun the process

by identifying areas that need to be resolved. Some of them are in our hands and some are not. I want
to thank you in advance for your patience with me and with the Church.

Conclusion

Besidesto Holy Eucharistthe parish and lare open to you. As lsaid before if you would like to celebrate
Sacramental Confession (lspovjed) or if you would like to talk to me email or phone the parish office to
make an appointment. lf you would like to come and prary in front of the Blessed Sacrament emailor
phone the parish office to make an appointment. These are some ways to nourish and keep the divine
life within us.

I believe that good communication is essential in the process of reopening. Therefore I have tried to give
you reasons why we made the decision of not resuming public masses at the moment at St. Nicholas



Tavelich Parish. lf there is any change or update you will be informed through our parish

website/facebook page. I ask you share this information with our parishioners who do not have access

to the internet.

Let us keep one another in prayers.

ln Jesus and Mary,

Fr. Peter Nemcek, parochial administrator - St. Nicholas Tavelich Parish


